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A&N Electric Cooperative will host its annual Arbor Day 
and Member Appreciation event in April.

� e cooperative will be giving away free seedlings and 
an assortment of shrubs to help celebrate Arbor Day in addition to 
a number of demonstrations.

� e cooperative is again partnering with the Virginia 
Department of Forestry and the Eastern Shore Soil and Water 
Conservation District to distribute the tree and shrub seedlings on 
Saturday, April 29. 

� e event will be held at the cooperative’s Tasley headquarters. 
“Our seedling giveaway was a huge success last year,” says Mark 

Belknap, director of vegetation and environmental management 
for the cooperative. “Our plan is to add some other elements to the 
giveaway to make it bigger and better each year.” 

� e seedlings will be given away from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., or until 
supplies last. 

“� e assortment of seedlings we plan to give away will help 
bene� t native wildlife and pollinators,” says Belknap. “It’s also a 
great opportunity to learn about proper tree planting, like ‘Right 
Tree, Right Place’ and tree-based energy conservation.” 

� e free seedling giveaway is a portion of the cooperative’s 
right-of-way program which has achieved a Tree Line USA 
designation from the Arbor Day Foundation for three 
consecutive years. 

Tree Line USA, a partnership between the foundation and 
the National Association of State Foresters, recognizes public and 
private utilities for pursuing practices that protect and enhance 
America’s urban trees. Tree Line USA promotes the dual goals of 
delivering safe and reliable electricity while maintaining healthy 
community forests. 

Check anec.com and the cooperative’s social media pages for 
more details. 

Cooperative Hosts Seedling 
Giveaway/Member Appreciation 
Event April 29
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A&N Electric Cooperative 
Directors are elected from the 
membership to represent you on 

the board. The cooperative’s bylaws govern 
the director election process and Annual 
Meeting. Director seats up for re-election 
this year are in District 1, District 2 and 
District 3. 

• District 1 (This district covers the 
northern areas of Accomack County from 
Parksley’s northern border to the Virginia-
Maryland state line and includes Tangier 
and Smith islands. 

• District 2 (This district covers the 
area from Melfa in the south to Parksley’s 
northern border.) 

• District 3 (This district covers the 
area just north of Nassawadox, in the 
south, to just above Melfa in the north.)

The cooperative can verify your 
district if you reside close to one of these 
boundaries. 

Those interested in running for a  
board seat can be nominated through  
the following methods: 

(1) The Nominating Committee, 
representing the areas to elect directors,  
is appointed. The Nominating Committee 
will select a slate of candidates to be 
placed on the ballot at the cooperative’s 
annual meeting. This year’s Nominating 
Committee is scheduled to meet on 
May 11, 2023. Should you have a 
recommendation, you can submit your 
request in writing to the Nominating 
Committee prior to April 28, 2023, by 
sending a letter to the address listed below. 

   Nominating Committee 
   A&N Electric Cooperative 
   P.O. Box 290 Tasley, VA 23417 

(2) Member Petition Nominations. 
Members may nominate additional 
individuals to run for election for any 
Director position for which Members are 
scheduled to vote at any Member meeting 
(“Member Petition Nominations”). 
Members may make Member Petition 
Nominations by delivering to the Secretary 
at least seventy-five (75) days prior to 
the Member meeting a writing for each 
Member Petition Nomination (“Member 
Petition”). 

After verifying that the Member Petition 
complies with this Bylaw, the Cooperative 
shall post the Member Petition Nomination 
in approximately the same location as the 
Nominating Committee Nominations. All 
nominations are due by Friday, April 28, 
2023. No nominations shall be made from 
the floor at the Annual Member Meeting. 
Please visit anec.com for the complete 
version of A&N Electric Cooperative’s 
Bylaws to review director qualifications.  

APPLICATION 
Members who are interested in running 

for a seat should contact the cooperative 
at elections@anec.com or call 757-787-
9750 to request a 2023 Director Election 
Packet. The Director Election Packet 
has a Director Application that must be 
completed and returned to the cooperative 
prior to the April 28 deadline. The packet 
also contains information regarding 
director elections and establishes a timeline 
for the process. The Director Application 
is used by the cooperative’s independent 
Credentials and Election Committee to 
determine if a candidate is eligible to run 
for a seat on the board. 

Upcoming Director Election 2023
Electric cooperatives in Virginia, 

Maryland and Delaware are accepting 
applications for their scholarship program 
from high school seniors who intend to 
pursue higher education studies.

The scholarships are awarded by the 
Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association 
of Electric Cooperatives Education 
Scholarship Foundation, which since 
2001 has provided approximately 998 
scholarships to graduating high school 
students totaling more than $900,000.

The application deadline is April 3, 2023. 
Award recipients will be notified no later  
than June 1, 2023. The online application  
and additional information is posted at  
vmdaec.com/scholarship. 

Any high school or home-schooled 
senior graduating in spring 2023, and 
whose primary residence is served by a VMD 
member cooperative, is eligible to apply for a 
$1,000 scholarship to be applied to a two- or 
four-year college or trade school. 

An applicant must be entering his or 
her first semester at a post-secondary or 
technical/trade school in the fall of 2023. 
Scholarship funds, which will be sent directly 
to the educational institution, must be used 
toward tuition, student fees, room and board, 
or textbooks.  

The foundation’s board of directors will 
select recipients based on these weighted 
criteria: financial need at 40%, academic 
achievement at 40% and personal statement 
at 20%. 

Applications are anonymously judged 
by the foundation’s board. Questions about 
donations and the application process should 
be directed to scholarship@vmdaec.com.

Scholarship Open

Cooperative Vehicle Auctions  
Listed on JJ Kane

The cooperative now sells its lighter 
vehicles through JJ Kane Auctions along with its heavier line equipment. 
Heavy and light duty pickup trucks, vans and some other vehicles are 
now included.

The cooperative will periodically list these items on JJ Kane Auctions. 
Go to jjkane.com for more information on setting up an account and 
viewing any available vehicle auction.

Check GovDeals for Office  
Equipment Auctions

A&N Electric Cooperative utilizes 
GovDeals, an online auction site, to list and sell surplus items. The 
cooperative periodically lists items on GovDeals which include, but are 
not limited to, office equipment and other miscellaneous supplies. All 
bids are placed online.

To bid on an item, you must register at govdeals.com and search 
“A&N Electric Cooperative.”
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Electric Vehicle 

FAQs
You’ve likely heard or read that 

most automakers are transitioning 
many or all their new vehicles 

to electric-only models over the next 10 
years. Regardless of the type of car you 
drive today, the electrification of the 
transportation sector is underway. 

A&N Electric Cooperative regularly 
receives inquiries about electric vehicles 
from its members, so we thought it would 
be helpful to respond to some of those 
frequently-asked questions in this month’s 
issue of Cooperative Living magazine.

Q: Why is A&N Electric Cooperative 
communicating about electric vehicles?
A: It’s no secret that consumer interest 
in electric vehicles is growing, and 
A&N Electric Cooperative is providing 
information about EVs and EV charging 
requirements so that our members can 
make informed decisions when considering 
an EV purchase. 

Q: Why does A&N Electric Cooperative 
have an EV?
A: We purchased our first EV in 2018 
for research and development purposes. 
Our EV and charging station help us 
access key data and gain insights into 
how EVs operate and what infrastructure 
is needed to support them. We have an 
EV to help raise awareness and promote 
understanding of EV technologies. We also 
provide educational tools regarding EVs 
on our website (anec.com) and bring our 
EV to community events so members have 
an opportunity to ask questions and form 
their own opinions.

Q: Why is A&N Electric Cooperative 
involved in EV infrastructure issues?
A: All electric utilities are planning now 
to ensure they have the necessary electric 
infrastructure in place to meet future EV 
charging needs — without jeopardizing 
the ability to keep reliable power flowing 
to our local homes and businesses. As 

your local energy provider, A&N Electric 
Cooperative is well suited to advise and 
help our members and local businesses 
plan for the electric vehicle future.

Q: Can I charge my EV using an existing 
outlet or do I need a special outlet?
A: All EVs come with a 110-volt-
compatible (Level 1) charging unit 
which can be plugged into any standard 
household outlet. For an eight-hour 
overnight charge, this will enable traveling 
around 36 to 40 miles a day. If you typically 
drive longer distances or are in a hurry, a 
Level 2 charger takes about half the time 
and provides about 180 miles of range over 
an eight-hour charging period. A Level 
2 charger must be installed by a licensed 
electrician. 

Q: Does the outside temperature affect the 
range of an EV?
A: Outside temperatures, particularly 
colder weather, can impact the range of an 
EV. Unlike a gas-powered vehicle, where 
the heat is mostly coming from the engine, 
an EV must produce cabin heat and 
manage an optimal battery temperature 
with energy that comes from the battery, 
which can reduce battery range. 

 

Q: Will an EV meet my daily driving needs? 
A:  If you are like most Americans and 
drive an average of 30 miles a day, an EV 
can meet your daily needs. 

Q: What kind of incentives are available 
for EVs? 
A: There are a variety of tax credits, 
rebates and other incentives available for 
EV purchases. Visitafdc.energy.gov/laws/
electric-vehicles-for-tax-credit to learn 
about federal incentives available through 
the Clean Vehicle Credit program.

Q: Should I let my co-op know if I purchase 
an EV? 
A: If you purchase an EV, please let us 
know so we can better serve you. As more 
A&N Electric Cooperative members buy 
EVs, it’s helpful to know where they’re 
located in our area so we can ensure we 
have the necessary infrastructure in place 
to meet charging needs and provide 
reliable power to our local homes and 
businesses.  

The cooperative understands making the 
switch to an EV is a big decision. Whether 
you’re ready to make an EV purchase or 
wondering if an EV can meet your daily 
driving needs, we’re here to help you make 
an informed decision. Give us a call at  
757-787-9750 or contact us at anec.com.

Nissan Leaf  |  Photo courtesy Nissan
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Power Cost Adjustment 
Decreased Slightly on Jan. 1

A&N Electric Cooperative’s cost for wholesale power decreased 
slightly for members beginning Jan. 1, 2023. Residential 
co-op members should notice the power cost adjustment is 

now $0.01129/kilowatt-hour. For every 1,000 kilowatt-hours of use, 
residential members will save $2.37 compared to the most recent cost of 
power in 2022. While the Power Cost Adjustment will decrease slightly, 
it will remain an overall charge on a co-op member’s monthly billing 
statement.

The power cost adjustment changes periodically to reflect the 
cooperative’s current wholesale power costs, which includes the costs 
of generating the electricity you use. This is a State Corporation 
Commission-approved adjustment and is a direct pass-through of actual 
costs, plus or minus any over- or under-recovery of electricity supply costs 
during the previous year. 

The change in the PCA was communicated on January billing 
statements and also through the cooperative’s website anec.com at the 
beginning of the year. 

Member Satisfaction Survey
A&N Electric Cooperative will be conducting member satisfaction 

surveys during the month of March with the help of Cooperative 
Insights.

Surveys will have an online link embedded in the email message.
If you are one of the members that receives an email, please participate 

so we can find out how to better serve you and our other cooperative 
members.

Updated Phone System
The cooperative recently upgraded its phone 

system to benefit the members we serve.
The upgrade took place in late January. The 

upgraded phone system will allow the cooperative 
to offer a number of features which will benefit our 
membership as a whole.

The system will be able to offer a webchat option, 
which will be integrated into the cooperative’s website 
anec.com, giving members the option to text chat 
directly with a member services representative.

“We’re very excited to offer these new 
communication features to our co-op members,” said 
Lori Shreaves, the cooperatives director of member 
services.

The system also has the ability to funnel multiple 
forms of communication into one call queue, which will 
help streamline all the mediums our co-op members 
like to use.

The Onancock Rotary Club 
organized a surprise visit from Santa 
Claus for the members of the Eastern 
Shore Community Services Board day 
program in December. A&N Electric 
Cooperative was able to help with the 
visit by bringing in Santa in one of the 
co-op’s bucket trucks. St. Nick then 
passed out goodie bags filled with 
items donated by local businesses 
before wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and heading back to the 
North Pole.

Surprise Visit 
from Santa
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EVs and Solar 
Rate Updates
NEW PILOT EV RATE

A&N Electric Cooperative has been 
approved for a pilot Electric Vehicle rate that 
is now available to residential members.

The EV rate is a variation on the 
cooperative’s existing time of use residential 
rate, but adds a “super off-peak” window to 
encourage members to charge their electric 
vehicles during that allotted time. The rate 
is limited to 20 co-op members, which can 
include a maximum of five net metering 
members.

It is important to note that the EV rate is 
affected by the entire household electric use 
and does not segregate electricity used to 
charge an electric vehicle. Members who are 
interested in learning more should contact 
the cooperative to learn more.

COOPERATIVE SUNSHARE UPDATES
The cooperative anticipates some 

changes to its Cooperative Sunshare rate.
Initially the Sunshare rate was set up 

on a temporary pilot basis. The rate is 
pending approval by the State Corporation 
Commission to become permanent. 

In addition, A&N is seeking approval 
from the commission to make Cooperative 
Sunshare available to small commercial 
accounts. The rate is currently limited to 
residential cooperative members. 

Energy for the Cooperative Sunshare 
program is partially produced by the solar 
facility near Eastville.

Storm season is upon us, which means 
greater potential for power outages. 
If you’re planning to use a portable 

generator in the event of an outage, A&N 
Electric Cooperative reminds you to play it 
safe. 

With proper use and maintenance, 
portable generators can provide great 
convenience during an outage. However, 
when generators are used incorrectly, they 
can be extremely hazardous. In a 2022 
report, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimated 85 U.S. consumers 
die every year from carbon monoxide 
poisoning caused by gasoline-powered 
portable generators. 

Here are 10 dos and don’ts to keep in 
mind when using portable generators:

1. DO: Install backup CO alarms.
2. DO: Keep children and pets away 

from portable generators at all times.
3. DO: Position generators at least 25 

feet outside the home, away from doors, 
windows and vents that can allow CO to 
enter the home.

4. DO: Ensure your generator is 
properly grounded. Use a portable ground 
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) to prevent 
electric shock injuries.

5. DO: Use three-pronged extension 
cords that are rated to handle the load of the 
generator. Inspect extension cords for cuts, 
frays or other damage before use.

6. DON’T: Operate a generator inside 
your home or an enclosed (or partially-
enclosed) space. Generators produce high 
levels of CO, which can be deadly.

7. DON’T: Open windows or doors 
while the generator is running.

Play it Safe:  
10 Dos and Don’ts When  
Using Portable Generators

8. DON’T: Rely on generators as a full-
time source of power. They should only be 
used temporarily or in emergency situations 
to power essential equipment or appliances.

9. DON’T: Overload generators. They 
should only be used to power essential 
equipment. Make sure your generator can 
handle the load of the items you plan to 
power. 

10. DON’T: Connect generators 
directly into household wiring unless you 
have an appropriate transfer switch installed. 
If a generator is connected to a home’s wiring 
without a transfer switch, power can backfeed 
along power lines and electrocute utility 
lineworkers making repairs. 

While generators provide convenience 
during power outages, they can quickly 
become hazardous — even deadly — if 
improperly operated. Before you operate a 
portable generator, be sure to thoroughly 
read the owner’s manual for important 
safety information and tips. 

A&N Electric Cooperative offers a 
GenerLink transfer switch program that 
allows members to safely connect a portable 
generator to their home’s electrical system 
with out the major upfront cost of rewiring 
or upgrading your panel box. For more 
information on this service, please contact 
the cooperative at 757-787-9750 or search 
GenerLink at anec.com.

While generators provide convenience 
during power outages, they can quickly 
become hazardous — even deadly — if 
improperly operated. Before you operate a 
portable generator, be sure to thoroughly 
read the owner’s manual for important 
safety information and tips. 

Energy-Efficiency  
Tip of the Month

Washing windows and screens is a 
great way to practice energy efficiency 
during spring cleaning. Clean windows 
and screens make your home brighter by 
allowing more sunlight in, reducing the 
need for lamps and fixtures. Clean screens 
also allow more fresh air in the home 
when the windows are open to recycle 
indoor air. Natural light and clean air are 
energy savers, and they enhance overall 
health and productivity.

Position portable generators 
at least 25 feet outside the 
home, away from doors, 
windows and vents that can 
allow CO to enter the home.
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HOW ELECTRICITY
REACHES YOU

Generation
Electricity is produced at a generation 

facility either by renewable or 
non-renewable energy sources. 

Distribution Lines
Once the voltage is lowered, the electricity travels 

over distribution power lines, which ultimately 
deliver the electricity to our homes and businesses. 

Distributed Generation
Distributed generation systems like rooftop solar panels 
produce electricity when their energy source is available, 
such as when the sun shines. When the energy source is 

unavailable, the home or business receives electricity from 
the grid. If the system produces more electricity than 

needed, the excess power is sent back to the grid.

Transmission Lines 
and Substations

After the electricity is generated, 
it travels through high-voltage 

transmission power lines to 
electric substations, where the 

voltage is lowered.
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